
Dates for the Diary 
Wednesday  6am  St John’s Golf group 
     7pm  Parish Council meeting 

 
Help Around Parish Form – I’ve received forms from 18 people offering 
their help in various areas. If you’d like to have your skills included in the 
pool of people, please bring your completed form back. Thank you.   
 
Gratitude Jar - this January, start the year with an empty jar. Each week 
add a note with a good thing that happened. On New Year’s Eve, empty 
the jar and read about the amazing year you had.  
 
Please continue to pray for all who have been affected by the fires, all who 
are working as first responders, all who have donated or are offering their 
time and skills to help those who are in the process of recovery. 
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   Welcome to Worship   
 

Baptism of Our Lord  
 

12th January 2020 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: A voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”                                     Matthew 3:17                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Collect of the Day 
Eternal God,  
at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan, 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son, 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant that all who are baptised into his name 
may keep the covenant they have made, 
and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and  
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.   
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Ernie; Karen; Russ; 
Roma; Marge; John; Bev; Jan; Helen; Lynne; Frances; 
Carly; Rowan; Brad; George; Helen; Ruth; Peter; Ross, 
Felicity & Valda; Lois; Amy; Lex; Kim; Cecil; Jill, Albert, 
Ivan; Ron & family; John; Suzie   
 

 

 

 

 
Today’s readings:  

Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
Next Week: 
Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-14 
1 Cor 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 
 

 Happy birthday to Jessica and Christopher  
 on the 17th   
    



 

 
 

 The Baptism of Our Lord 
 
After Jesus was baptised, he came up from the water and behold, the 
heavens were opened for him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
on him like a dove and coming upon him.  And a voice came from the 
heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
Today’s Gospel is the final event of the Epiphany event: Jesus’ baptism at 
the Jordan River by John. 
 
The Baptiser’s refusal at first to baptise Jesus and Jesus’ response to his 
refusal (a dialogue that appears only in Matthew’s Gospel) speaks to 
Matthew’s continuing theme of Jesus as the fulfillment of the First 
Testament prophecies. Jesus clearly did not need to be baptised. But his 
baptism by John is an affirmation that God was with this man Jesus in a 
very special way – at the Jordan River, Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled: “My  
 

 
favour rests on him.” Jesus has come to identify with sinners, to bring them 
forgiveness; hence the propriety of Jesus' acceptance of John’s baptism. 
 
Baptism was a ritual performed by the Jews, usually for those who entered 
Judaism from another religion. It was natural that the sin-stained, polluted 
pagan should be “washed” in baptism, but no Jew could conceive of 
needing baptism, being born a son of Abraham, one of God’s chosen 
people and therefore assured of God’s salvation. But John’s baptism – a 
baptism affirmed by Jesus – was not one of initiation, but one of 
reformation, a rejection of sin in one’s own life and acknowledgment of 
one’s own need for conversion. In Christ, baptism becomes a sacrament 
of rebirth, a reception of new life. 
 
In all the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ baptism, all four evangelists use a 
similar description of the scene at the Jordan when Jesus is baptised by 
John:  The Spirit of God descended and rested upon him, “hovering” over 
him like a dove – as the Gospel story unfolds, the Spirit of God’s peace, 
compassion and love, will be the constant presence dwelling within and 
flowing forth from the Carpenter from Nazareth. 
 
In baptism, we claim the name of Christian and embrace all that that holy 
name means: to live for others rather than for ourselves, in imitation of 
Christ. 
 
Our baptism made each one of us the “servant” of today’s readings: to 
bring forth in our world the justice, reconciliation and enlightenment of 
Christ, the “beloved Son” and “favour” of God. 
 
In baptism, we embrace that same Spirit that “hovers” over us, guiding us 
in our journey to God. 
 
Liturgically, the Christmas season officially comes to an end with today’s 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Now the same Spirit that “anoints” the 
Messiah for his mission calls us to be about the work of Christmas in this 
new year: to seek out and find the lost, to heal the hurting, to feed the 
hungry, to free the imprisoned, to rebuild families and nations, to bring the 
peace of God to all peoples everywhere.                      © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

 

 


