Welcome to Worship

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Golf Group meet @ 7am
GFS Women’s Group meet @ 7.30pm
Revd Josie at church @ 10am -12 pm

PROGRESSIVE LUNCH – TODAY, will start with soup at the church @ 11am
then proceed to Scott's, 7 Flannan Place, Warwick for the main course and then
onto Noeleen's, 4 Elfreda Ave, Sorrento for dessert.
A charge of $5 per head will cover costs. Please BYO drinks.
VISIT TO ARALUEN - will be held on Saturday 29th August. If we get enough
interested people, we will hire a minibus which holds up to 12 people especially
for those who are reluctant to drive there. This cost is $10.
The cost to enter Araluen is $10 per head, or $8 concession if in a single vehicle.
On a bus with 8 or more $6. There is a notice on the board for interested people
to put their name on and your preference of the bus or to drive there yourself.

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Marge; Lynne;
Frances; Isla; Brad; Peter; Lois; Albert, Ivan; Suzie; Dan;
Jean; Jennifer; Serena; Colin; Stuart; Dennis; Peggy;
Merle; Jodi; Jack, Sara; Jan

Happy birthday to Ernie Shortland on 22nd
Colleen Burgess on 25th
Wardens -

Noeleen Stewart
Judith Smith
Parish Priest – the Reverend Josie Steytler

Phone: 0414 505 064
Phone: 9246 3745
Phone: 0421 115 438

Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood
BSB - 706 001 Account Number - 3000 3969
Website: https://greenwoodanglican.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican
Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com
Phone Number: 9447 9243

Pentecost 7
19th July 2020

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today …
Our Mission is to
• Know God personally
• Love and respect one another deeply
• Disciple and serve those around us
____________________________________________________________

Sentence: You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Psalm 86:15
Collect of the Day
Saving God,
in Jesus Christ you opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and constant wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Today’s readings:
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-11,
23-24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-43
Next Week:
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:44-58

_________________________________________________________

The parable of the yeast: A small amount of yeast mixed with three measures
of flour can make enough bread to feed over a hundred. In the same way, God’s
reign is a powerful albeit unseen force.
Matthew’s Gospel was written some 50 years after Jesus’ death and 15 years
after the destruction of Jerusalem. By this time, it is clear to the community of
Christians that Jesus is not going to be accepted by all of Israel as the Messiah.
In citing these parables, the writer of Matthew encouraged the largely Jewish
Christian community to see itself as the legitimate heir to God's promises to
Israel. They were the “good wheat” existing side by side with the “weeds” that
would destroy it, the small mustard seed that would give rise to the great and
mighty tree of the Church, the small amount of yeast that would become bread
for the world.

Pentecost 7 – Matthew 13:24-43
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his
field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through
the wheat … “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed … the smallest of
all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants …“The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of
wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened.”
Matthew’s Gospel has been called the “Gospel of the Kingdom,” containing some
51 references to the kingdom or reign of God. Three of Jesus’ “kingdom” parables
make up today's Gospel:
The parable of the wheat and the weeds: God’s kingdom will be “harvested”
from among the good that exists side-by-side with the bad. Palestinian farmers
were plagued by tares – weeds that were very difficult to distinguish from good
grain. The two would often grow together and become so intertwined that it was
impossible to separate them without ripping both weed and plant from the
ground. Jesus teaches his impatient followers that the Lord of the harvest is more
concerned with the growth of the wheat than with the elimination of the
weeds. The time for separation and burning will come in God's own time; our
concern should be that of our own faithfulness.
The parable of the mustard seed: The smallest and humblest are enabled by
the Holy Spirit to do great things in the kingdom of God. From small and humble
beginnings, God’s kingdom will grow.

“The wheat and weeds”: We often approach religion as a deadly serious
business; we lose the spirit of joy and the sense of hope that are part of the
promise of the Risen Christ. We become so concerned about pulling out the
weeds that we forget to harvest the grain; we become so focused on the evil and
abuses that surround us and “threaten” us that we fail to realize and celebrate
the healing and life-giving presence of God in our very midst; we become so intent
in upbraiding and punishing sinners that our own lives become mired in gloom
and despair. The task of judging sinners belongs to God; to us belongs the work
of compassion and reconciliation.
When we hear Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the weeds, we first think of good
people (the wheat) and bad people (the weeds) coexisting in an imperfect world
until the coming of God’s kingdom. But every individual possesses something of
both the “good” wheat and “evil” weed. Every one of us possesses the ability to
do compassionate and just things out of love — but there exists within us the
same ability to do destructive things out of selfishness and greed. Discipleship
recognizes that struggle existing within each one of us but also embraces the
hope that, in seeking to imitate Christ’s spirit of loving servanthood, we may be
“wheat” for a world that is often choking in “weeds.”
“Mustard seed”: All of us, at some time, are called to be “mustard seeds,” to do
the small, thankless things that are necessary to bring a sense of wholeness and
fulfillment to our homes and communities. From such “mustard seeds” is yielded
a great harvest of peace and reconciliation.
“Yeast”: In baptism, we accept God's call to be “yeast,” to be the bread of
compassion, justice and forgiveness to a world which is desperately hungry in its
despair and hopelessness.
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