
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday  Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 7am 
   Parish Council meet @ 7pm  
Saturday 29th  Visit to Araluen @ 10am 
 
SUNDAY SUPPLY – please give a warm welcome to the Reverend Erich 
von Dietze who will lead and preach at both services today.   
 

VISIT TO ARALUEN - will be held on Saturday 29th August. We have 
ordered a bus to take 12 people who don’t want to drive, cost $10 each, 
plus $6 for entry. For those who don’t fit on the bus we’ll car-pool to 
minimise the number of cars.    
The cost to enter Araluen is $10 per head, or $8 concession if in a single 
vehicle. Please put your name on the notice board and indicate your 
preference of going on the bus or driving there yourself 
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Welcome to Worship 
 

Pentecost 11 
 

16th August 2020 
 

 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: Thus says the Lord, ‘Maintain justice, and do what is right, for 
soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed.’ Isaiah 56:1  
   
                                                                                                                               
Collect of the Day 
God of freedom, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your  
service, that all people may know the glorious 
liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
  

 

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Marge; Lynne; 
Frances; Isla; Brad; Peter; Lois; Albert, Ivan; Suzie; Dan; 
Jean; Jennifer; Serena; Colin; Stuart; Dennis; Peggy; 
Merle; Jodi; Jack, Sara; Jan  
 

 

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 

Romans 11:13-32 
(33-36) 

Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Next Week: 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

 Happy birthday to Colleen Britto & Kevin  
 MacDonald on 18th  
 



 
 

Pentecost 11 – Matthew 15:21-28 
Jesus cures the Canaanite woman: “Lord, even the dogs eat the crumbs from 
their tables of their masters.” 
  
The story of the Canaanite woman was a marker for the Christians of the 
predominately Gentile Christian communities.  Jesus’ healing of the daughter 
of the persistent Canaanite mother became a prophetic model for the 
relationship between Jewish and Gentile Christians.  The woman is not only 
a Gentile but also a descendent of the Canaanites, one of Israel’s oldest and 
most despised enemies.  Despite Jesus’ rebuff of her (equating Gentiles with 
“dogs,” as Jews referred to anyone who was not a Jew), the woman has the 
presence of mind to point out that “even dogs are given crumbs and scraps 
from their masters’ tables.”  She displays both great faith in Jesus (addressing 
him by the Messianic title of “Son of David”) and great love for her daughter 
(subjecting herself to possible ridicule and recrimination for approaching 
Jesus) that should inspire both Jew and Gentile -- and Christian. 
 
Jesus does not see in the Canaanite woman an old enemy; he sees, in her 
great compassion and love for her sick daughter, a loving mother; he sees, in 
her courage to come forward in the face of imminent rejection and 
denunciation, a woman of great faith.   

The Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel seeks what we all seek: to be 
acknowledged as good, to be respected as a child of God, to be welcomed 
as a sister and brother to all.   
 
In honouring the goodness and love of the Canaanite mother (who, as a 
Canaanite, is despised by Jesus’ hearers), Jesus opens up our perspectives 
and illuminates our vision, enabling us to see one another as God sees us.   
 
Most of us would consider ourselves fair-minded and unbiased, neither bigots 
nor racists; but if we're honest, we would probably recognise times we have 
treated people as if they were “a little less human” because they did not 
possess some quality or ingredient we consider imperative.  We 
underestimate people because they are somehow different; we treat them as 
inferiors because they don't quite measure up to what we think they should or 
should not be.  God does not measure his people by our standards but 
welcomes all who seek him in faith. 
 
Pope Francis often speaks of reaching out to those on the boundaries or 
“peripheries,” to those who are driven to the margins and edges of society by 
poverty, violence and illness.  In Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman, 
we begin to recognize those divisions and chasms between us and others 
and to go the peripheries and cross those boundaries that are obstacles to 
realizing God’s kingdom of justice and peace in this time and place of 
ours.                                                                           © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

 


