
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday  Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 7am 
Saturday 29th Visit to Araluen @ 10am 
 

A Warm Welcome to our brothers and sisters in Christ from the 
Greenwood Uniting Church. Look forward to sharing a cuppa after the 
service is over. 
 
VISIT TO ARALUEN - will be held on Saturday 29th August. We have 
ordered a bus to take 12 people who don’t want to drive, cost $10 each, 
plus $6 for entry. For those who don’t fit on the bus we’ll car-pool to 
minimise the number of cars.    
The cost to enter Araluen is $10 per head, or $8 concession if in a single 
vehicle. Please put your name on the notice board and indicate your 
preference of going on the bus or driving there yourself. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wardens -     Noeleen Stewart   Phone: 0414 505 064 
      Judith Smith    Phone: 9246 3745   
Parish Priest – the Reverend Josie Steytler  Phone: 0421 115 438 
 
 

Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood 
BSB - 706 001    Account Number - 3000 3969 
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Welcome to Worship 
 

Pentecost 9 
 

2nd August 2020 
 

 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils the 
desire of all that fear him, hears their cry, and saves them Psalm 145:18-19  
          
                                                                                                                        
Collect of the Day 
O God, giver of life and health, 
whose Son Jesus Christ has called us 
to hunger and thirst for justice: 
refresh us with your grace, 
that we may not be weary in well-doing, 
for the sake of him who meets all our needs, 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

 

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Marge; Lynne; 
Frances; Isla; Brad; Peter; Lois; Albert, Ivan; Suzie; Dan; 
Jean; Jennifer; Serena; Colin; Stuart; Dennis; Peggy; 
Merle; Jodi; Jack, Sara; Jan; Gloria; Sheena; Jack 
  

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 16 

Romans 9:1-8 (9-16) 
Matthew 14:13-21 

 
Next Week: 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22 

Romans 10:4-15 
Matthew 14:22-36 

 

 Happy birthday to anyone who is celebrating 
 their birthday this week 
 



 
 
 

Pentecost 9 – Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself … Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, Jesus said the blessing, broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. 
 
The multiplication of the loaves and fish is the only one of Jesus’ miracles 
recorded in all four Gospels.  The early Christian community especially cherished 
this story because they saw this wonder as anticipating the Eucharist and the 
final banquet in the kingdom of God.  This miracle also has strong roots in the 
First Testament: For the peoples of both the First and New Testament, the image 
of a great banquet was an important visualization of the reign of God: the gifts of 
the land were unmistakable signs of their God’s great Providence; the Messiah’s 
coming was often portrayed as a great banquet with choice food and wines; the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes is a clear affirmation in God's providence.  Just 
as the merciful God feeds the wandering Israelites with manna in the desert, 
Jesus, “his heart moved with pity,” feeds the crowds who have come to hear him. 
 
In Matthew’s account, Jesus acts out of his great compassion on the 
crowds.  First, he challenges the disciples to give what they have – five loaves 
and two fish.  Then he performs the four-fold action that prefigures the Eucharist: 
Jesus takes, blesses, breaks and gives the bread and fish to the assembled 
multitude, making of them a community of the Lord's banquet. 
 

Given the many demands on our time and the expectations of work and school, 
we need to make time for that “out of that way”: quiet deserts and sacred time 
where and when we can escape the clamour of the marketplace and the tyranny 
of our calendars to experience the peace of being alone with God, to listen to the 
voice of God in the quiet of our hearts, to know the joy of doing simple, humble 
things for others.    
 
More astounding than Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand is Jesus’ transforming 
them into a community, a community who becomes one in their need, one in the 
bread they share, one in the love of Christ who has brought them together.  Christ 
calls us to become a Eucharistic people: to become the Eucharist we have 
received.   
 
We, too, can perform wonders in our own time and place by imitating the four 
“Eucharistic verbs” of Jesus: to take humbly and generously from what we have 
been given by God, to bless by offering it to others in God’s love, to break from 
our own needs and interests for the sake of others, to give with joy-filled gratitude 
to the God who has blessed us with so much 
 
The bread of the Eucharist, which we share together in charity and faith, is a 
prelude to the great banquet of the next world to which our loving Father invites 
us. 
 
The “fragments” that disciples gather are not to be lost; they are part of the 
miracle.  We are all part of the body of Christ: there are no useless scraps, no 
wasted fragments: every one of us is a child of God, part of the body of Christ 
that is blessed, broken and shared at this table.  We are only whole when every 
piece, ever fragment, is gathered.                                  © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

 


