Welcome to Worship

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Monday
Tuesday

Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
Friendship Group meet @ 10am
COGs meeting @ 1.30pm
Wednesday
Golf Group meet @ 7am
GFS Women’s Group meet @ 7.30pm
Thursday
Revd Josie at church between 10am – 12pm
Saturday 19/9 Visit to the Swan Valley @ 10am
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped to keep everything running smoothly while
I was away. I really do appreciate it.
And a big THANK YOU to Jennifer for organising our last social outing. I saw
some of the photos on Facebook of the trip to Araluen. It looks like it was a
glorious sunny day with some stunning tulips on display.
Our next social outing is to the SWAN VALLEY on Saturday 19th September at
10am. If you’d like to go, please put your name on the list on the Notice Board.

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Marge; Lynne;
Frances; Isla; Brad; Peter; Lois; Albert, Ivan; Suzie; Dan;
Jean; Jennifer; Serena; Colin; Stuart; Dennis; Peggy;
Merle; Jodi; Jack, Sara; Jan; Siew

Happy birthday to Bev McDonald today
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Noeleen Stewart
Judith Smith
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Pentecost 14
6th September 2020

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today …
Our Mission is to
• Know God personally
• Love and respect one another deeply
• Disciple and serve those around us
____________________________________________________________

Sentence: ‘Where two or three are gathered in my name,’ says the Lord,
‘I am there among them.’
Matthew 18:20
Collect of the Day
Go before us, O Lord,
and further us with your continual help,
that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name,
and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Today’s readings:
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:1-10
Matthew 18:10-20
Next Week:
Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114
Romans 14:1-14
Matthew 18:21-35

_________________________________________________________

confront those problems, misunderstandings and issues that divide us, grieve us,
embitter us.
Today’s Gospel outlines a process of reconciliation among divided members of a
community. Jesus calls his hearers to seek honesty and sincerity in all
relationships, to put aside self-interest, anger and wounded pride, and take the
first step in healing the rifts that destroy the sense of love that binds family and
friends, church and community – the love of Christ is the "debt" that binds us to
one another.
In the “rules” and “procedures” for bringing sinners back to the community he lays
out in today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us to build communities that are inclusive, not
exclusive: to bring the lost back, not out of pride or zealousness, but out of “the
debt that binds us to love one another.”

Pentecost 14 – Matthew 18:10-20
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him
alone … If he does not listen, take two others along with you, so that ‘every fact
may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to
listen to them, tell the church …“For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there I am in the midst of them.”
Chapter 18 of Matthew’s Gospel is a collection of Jesus’ sayings on the practical
challenges facing the Christian community, including status-seeking, scandal,
division, and the topic of today’s reading conflict.
Today’s Gospel reading sounds more like regulations devised by an
ecclesiastical committee than a discourse by Jesus (this chapter has been called
the “church-order discourse” of Jesus). But the real point of Jesus’ exhortation is
that we must never tolerate any breech of personal relationship between us and
another member of the Christian community. At each stage of the process –
personal discussion, discussion before witnesses, discussion before the whole
community – the goal is to win the erring Christian back to the community (the
three-step process of reconciliation outlined by Jesus here corresponds to the
procedure of the Qumran community).
Jesus’ exhortation closes with a promise of God's presence in the midst of every
community, regardless of size, bound together by faith.
Jesus challenges us in today’s Gospel not to tolerate the dysfunction in our lives
or allow our judgements and disappointments to isolate us from others, but to

Today’s exhortation by Jesus is designed to help us create and maintain
households of love and forgiveness and communities of reconciliation and peace,
where even the smallest and youngest and least able to contribute are as
welcomed and honoured as we would welcome and honour Christ himself. Christ
promises that whenever we gather in his name, he is in our midst. Sometimes it
requires an extra sharp and focused vision of faith to realise and recognize Christ
with us, but he is always there. Christ’s presence should move us, inspire us,
transform us into a community of disciples and witnesses of his resurrection.
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