
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday  Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am 
Thursday Rev Josie @ Church @ 9.30 – 11am  
 
CHRISTMAS FAIR – a huge THANK YOU to everyone who was involved, 
in any way, in the fair yesterday. It was a great day! We were blessed with 
the weather being milder than last year. This meant there was a steady 
flow of people coming through all the various stalls to buy what was on 
offer, and we did have some amazing bargains with nearly everything 
being sold on the day. I will put the full rundown of the takings on each stall 
in the pew sheet next week. Thank you once again, we could not to this 
without your support.   
 
CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY CHRISTMAS EVE 5 - 5.30PM – I think we 
nearly have all the children to cover all of the parts in the play this year. If 
anyone’s child/grandchild could play the part of one of the Kings that would 
be fabulous. All costumes are provided.  
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Welcome to Worship 
 

Pentecost 23 
 

          8th November 2020 
 

 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming.                                                                  Matthew 24:42, 44 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Collect of the Day 
Eternal God, 
you have taught us that the night is far spent 
and the day is at hand: 
keep us awake and alert, watching for your  
kingdom, so that when Christ, the bridegroom,  
comes we may go out joyfully to meet him, 
and with him enter into the marriage feast 
that you have prepared for all who truly love you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________   

 

Please pray for: Paul; Colleen & Ted; Frances; Isla; Albert, 
Ivan; Jean; Peggy; Jodi; Jan; Siew; Dennis & Dorothy; 
Simon, Toni; Peter; John & Ida; Laura; Stephen  
  

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

 
Next Week: 

Judges 4:1-10 
Psalm 123 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 

 Happy birthday to Gracie Aitchison for  
 today; Irene Shortland on 11th     
   
  
 



 
 

Pentecost 23 –  
 
“The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and 
went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise.  The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, 
but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.” 
 
“Stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
These last Sundays of the year focus on the Parousia, the Lord’s return at 
the end of time. The parable of the bridesmaids, found only in Matthew’s 
Gospel, is taken from Jesus’ fifth and final discourse in Matthew, the great 
eschatological discourse. 
 
According to the Palestinian custom, the bridegroom would go to the 
bride’s house on their wedding day to finalise the marital agreement with 
his father-in-law. When the bridegroom would return to his own home with 
his bride, the bridesmaids would meet them as they approached, signalling 
the beginning of the wedding feast. 
 
The image of the approaching wedding feast is used by Jesus to symbolise 
his coming at the end of time. Jesus’ return will take many by complete 

surprise. The love we have for others as evidenced in works of kindness 
and compassion is the “oil” we store in our lamps waiting for Christ's return. 
Jesus’ parable of the foolish bridesmaids is often played out in our lives 
when we realise too late that our “lanterns” are empty of the “oil” of 
responsibility, gratitude, generosity, justice. Our inability to place the 
common good before our own, our failure to see how our actions affect 
others, our refusal to accept responsibility for one another extinguishes the 
light of hope that we thought would never go out.  
 
Too often we fall into the mindset of the five “foolish” bridesmaids of today’s 
Gospel: We carry on convinced there will always be enough time “later” to 
make our lives what we want them to be and that there is an unlimited 
amount of “oil” in our lamps to make it all happen.   
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