
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am 
 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

Lord, you make all things new 
You bring hope alive in our hearts 

And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
 

Thank you for this new year 
For all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us 
A mighty flame 

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
And live forever to praise your glorious name. 

Amen. 
 

(A modern prayer for the New Year from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 
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Welcome to Worship 
 
   Epiphany of Our Lord  

 
            3rd January 2021 

 
 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: They saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down 
and worshipped him.                                                                Matthew 2:11 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Collect of the Day 
Everlasting God, 
who brought the nations to your light 
and kings to the brightness of your rising: 
fill the world with your glory, 
and show yourself to all the nations; 
through him who is the true light and the bright  
morning star, 
Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________   

 

Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Albert, Ivan; Peggy; 
Peter; Stephen; Amanda; Ernie & Irene; George & Maureen; 
Lois; Barry; Fred & Joan; Cameron 
  

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Next Week: 

Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11cc 

 
 

 Happy birthday to Janney Gan on 7th      
   
  
 



   
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the new-born 
king of the Jews?  We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him 
homage.” 
 
The story of the astrologers and the star of Bethlehem is unique to 
Matthew’s Gospel. Note that Matthew does not call them kings nor does 
he give their names nor reports where they came from – in fact, Matthew 
never even specifies the number of magi (because three gifts are 
presented to the Child, it has been a tradition since the fifth century to 
picture “three wise men”). In stripping away the romantic layers that have 
been added to the story, Matthew’s point can be better appreciated. 
 
A great many First Testament ideas and images are presented in this 
story. The star, for example, is reminiscent of Balaam’s prophecy that “a 
star shall advance from Jacob” (Numbers 24: 17). Many of the details in 
Matthew’s story about the child Jesus parallel the story of the child Moses 
and the Exodus. 
 
Matthew’s story also provides a preview of what is to come. First, the 
reactions of the various parties to the birth of Jesus parallel the effects 
Jesus’ teaching will have on those who hear it. Herod reacts with anger 

and hostility to the Jesus of the poor who comes to overturn the powerful 
and rich. The chief priests and scribes greet the news with haughty 
indifference toward the Jesus who comes to give new life and meaning to 
the rituals and laws of the scribes. But the magi – non-believers in the eyes 
of Israel – possess the humility and the openness of mind and heart 
essential to faith that leads them to seek and welcome the Jesus who will 
institute the Second Covenant between God and the New Israel. 
 
Secondly, the gifts of the astrologers indicate the principal dimensions of 
Jesus’ mission: 
 
gold is a gift fitting for a king, a ruler, one with power and authority 
 
frankincense is a gift fitting for a priest, one who offers sacrifice 
(frankincense was an aromatic perfume sprinkled on the animals sacrificed 
in the Temple) 
 
myrrh is a fitting “gift” for someone who is to die (myrrh was used in 
ancient times for embalming the bodies of the dead before burial). 
 
Epiphany’s call is to a new vision of the world that sees beyond the walls 
and borders we have created and to walk by the light which has dawned 
for all of humankind, a light by which we are able to recognise all men and 
women as our brothers and sisters under the loving providence of God, 
the Father of all. 
 
The magi’s following of the star is a journey of faith, a constant search for 
meaning, for purpose, for the things of God that each one of us 
experiences in the course of our own lives. 
 
What we read and watch and listen to in search of wealth, fame and power 
are the “stars” we follow. The journey of the magi in Matthew's Gospel puts 
our own "stargazing" in perspective, calling us to fix our search on the 
“star” of God’s justice, peace and compassion. 
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 Happy New Year 


