
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 7am 
Thursday  Rev Josie @ church @ 10am 
   St John’s Café @ 6 – 7.30pm 
 
QUIZ NIGHT – what a fabulous night. We managed to raise $887.50 whilst having 
a lot of fun along the way. Well done everyone! 
 
PATCHWORK GROUP & FRIENDSHIP GROUP are both taking a couple of 
weeks off and will return when the schools go back.  
 
ST JOHN’S CAFÉ – began last Thursday. And will be offering a free hot meal to 
whoever comes along each week. Thank you to all who were involved with our 
first evening. If you’d like to be part of this ministry, please speak with Scott ph 
0425 320 434    
 
 
Contd from inside  
God’s reign continues to be established in our own Jerusalems and Nazareths 
because of the prophetic proclamation of the Baptisers and Apostles and all who 
have taken on, with integrity and conviction, the role of prophet of the God of life 
and love in our own time and place. 

                                                              © Connections/MediaWorks. All rights reserved           
 

 

 
 
 

Wardens -     Phil Goulding   Phone: 9247 4978 
      Judith Smith    Phone: 9246 3745   
Parish Priest – the Reverend Josie Steytler  Phone: 0421 115 438 
 

Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood 
BSB - 706 001    Account Number - 3000 3969 

Website: https://greenwoodanglican.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican 

Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com 
Phone Number: 9447 9243 

 

Welcome to Worship 
 
            Pentecost 7 

 
              11th July 2021 

 
 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentence: Who shall stand in the Lord’s holy place? Those who have 
clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their hands to what is 
false.                                                                                        Psalm 24:3-4                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                
Collect of the Day 
Eternal God, 
open our eyes to see your hand at work 
in the splendour of creation 
and in the beauty of human life. 
Help us to cherish the gifts that surround us, 
to share our blessings with our sisters and  
brothers, and to experience the joy of life in 
your presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________   

Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Ivan; Peggy; Stephen; 
Barry; Ron; Cameron; Joan; Heather; Yvonne; Ray; Natalie; 
Andrew; Don; Layla-Grace; Kate & Helen; Irene & Ernie 

 

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Psalm 24 

Ephesians 1:1-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

 
Next Week: 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:21-38 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

 Happy birthday to Gayle Wilkinson for  
 today; Geoff Dawson on 14th     
  
 



             
 
Pentecost 7 – Mark 6:14-29 

 
The death of John the Baptiser: Herod had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod 
had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother's wife.” 
This is, outside the account of Jesus’ own death, the most horrific stories in the 
Gospels. 
Between Jesus’ sending off the Twelve on their first missionary journey and their 
return, Mark inserts the story of John the Baptiser’s death. At first, this narrative 

seems out of place, but the account of John’s death serves as an important 
benchmark for understanding the meaning of discipleship and the resurrection. 
The works that Jesus and the Twelve are performing have reached the ears of 
King Herod himself. Rumours have been circulating that the Baptiser has been 
raised from the dead. Mark recounts the details of John’s martyrdom and burial 
to make it clear a new chapter of human history begins in Jesus, God has set in 
motion a re-creation of humanity in his Son, the long-awaited but little understood 
reign of God has begun. John is the precursor of the Christ event, not the event 
himself. 
In Mark’s Gospel, John’s death foreshadows the death of Jesus (just as John’s 
appearance at the beginning of the Gospel sets the stage for Jesus’ coming on 
the scene). As John pays the ultimate price for “speaking truth to power,” Jesus 
will give his life for the Gospel he has preached. A similar convergence of fear, 
cowardice, hatred and manipulation that leads to John's beheading will end in 
Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Not lost in Mark’s narrative is the reality that discipleship/prophecy exacts a heavy 
price. But God promises he will raise up the life of his martyred prophet/disciple 
in the fullness of his reign. 
Ridicule, isolation, rejection, even death, can be required of everyone – even us 
– for taking seriously God's call to be his prophets and the work of discipleship. 
We often react to the Baptisers in our midst as Herod does: We know in our 
deepest being they speak wisdom and justice and we desperately want to 
embrace it in our lives — but when their words become too demanding and too 
challenging, when they require of us a conversion that is well beyond our comfort 
zone, when their call subjects us to ridicule or isolation, then we find some way 
to justify doing away with them. Authentic faith, belief that means anything, 
requires the would-be disciple of Jesus to live the Word we have heard and seen, 
regardless of the cost. 
In our own time and place, there are prophets living among us who give their lives 
for their witness to God’s reconciliation, peace, and justice; they are prophets 
who speak not in powerful oratory but in the quiet simplicity of their selfless 
generosity and service to others.   
Like Herodias, we hold grudges; we keep score; we remember who slights us 
and we wait for the right moment to get back at them. The grudges we keep 
seldom have the tragic consequences of Herodias, who manipulates her own 
daughter’s charms and her husband’s boastful/arrogant behaviour to destroy 
John the Baptist — but we’ve let our anger divide our families, we’ve refused to 
surrender our need for vengeance for the sake of reconciliation, we’ve held on to 
our resentments until we got our satisfaction. But God’s grace enables us to put 
aside our disappointments and let go of our anger (however justified) in order to 
make reconciliation possible, to speak God’s Word of justice, to be the means of 
peace in our homes and communities. 
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