
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am  
   GFS Executive Committee meet @ 7pm 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am 
Thursday Rev Josie @ church @ 10am 
Saturday Christmas Fair @ 8 – 12 noon 
 
BUSY BEE – a huge THANK YOU to everyone who was involved in the 
busy bee yesterday. The church and grounds look amazing.    

CHURCH ALARM – would anyone else be prepared to go on the callout 
list in the event the alarm is activated? Please speak with the Rev Josie. 

 

DUNKING MACHINE – is anyone up to be one of the people who could 
be dunked if someone is a good shot?  
 

ADVENT STUDIES – just wanting to gauge if people are interested in 
having some studies during Advent. Please speak with the Rev Josie.   
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Welcome to Worship 
 
           Pentecost 23 

 
           31st October 2021 

 
 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentence: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength, and you shall love your neighbour 
as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.  
                                                                                               Mark 10:29-31                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                         
Collect of the Day 
God of peace, 
you taught us that in retuning and rest we shall 
be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be 
our strength: by the power of your Spirit lift us 
to your presence, where we may be still and 
know that you are God; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the  
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________  

Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Ivan; Peggy; Stephen; 
Barry; John; Joan; Heather; Yvonne; Ray; Natalie; Andrew; 
Don; Layla-Grace; Jeanne; Kai; Ernie & Irene; Dell; George; 
Stephen  

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

Ruth 1:1-18 
Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:11-15 
Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 

 
Next Week: 

Ruth 3:1-5, 4:3-17 
Psalm 127 

Hebrews 9:(19-22) 23-28 
Mark 12:38-44 

 Happy birthday to Linley Wakefield for 
today; Kaye Staples on 1st; Judith Smith on 2nd  
  



 
           

Pentecost 23 – Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 
 
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, and with all your strength …’ ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself …’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus “synthesizes” his message in the “Great 
Commandment.” 
 
The Jews knew these two commandments well. To this day, observant 
Jews pray twice daily the Shema: to love God “with all your heart, and with 
all your soul and with all your strength.” The word shema means “to hear,” 
and comes from the first words of the prayer, “Hear, O Israel …” The text 
for the Shema, which is also inscribed in the “mezuzah,” the small 
container affixed to the door of every Jewish home, is found in 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (today’s alternative first reading). While the Torah 
outlined a Jew’s responsibility to one’s neighbours, Jesus is the first to 
make of these two a single commandment: “There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” The only way we can adequately 
celebrate our live for God is in extending that love to our neighbours. 
 

To love as God calls us to love demands every fibre of our being: heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. 
 
It is in our love and compassion for one another that humanity most closely 
resembles God; it is in our charity and selflessness that we participate in 
God’s work of creation. 
 
In the two “great commandments” we discover a purpose to our lives much 
greater than our prejudices, provincialism, and parochialism; in them, we 
find the ultimate meaning and purpose of the gifts of faith and life. 
 
Our rituals and sanctuaries mean nothing before God if they are devoid of 
the love and compassion Christ calls us to embrace. It is too easy to be so 
caught up with externals and rubrics that the essence of our faith slips 
away from us. 
 
God’s kingdom is realised in every act of compassionate charity and 
selfless sacrifice, when our humanity most resembles God; it is built of the 
respect and honour we afford to all God’s sons and daughters, for in our 
love and care for them, we most sincerely praise God.   
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