
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm   
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am 
Thursday Advent Study @ 10am 
Saturday Nativity Play rehearsal @ 2pm  
 
NATIVITY REHEARSAL – this Saturday 18th Dec at 2pm. If you know any other 
children who would like to be involved, they are welcome to turn up on this 
afternoon. Phone Jennifer 0407371204 
 
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS – we always have beautiful displays of flowers at 
the Christmas services. If you would like to contribute to the cost of the flowers, 
please speak with either Bobbie (7.30am service) or Irene (9am service).  
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 
Friday 24th December  Nativity Play   @   5pm 
Friday 24th December  Midnight Mass   @ 11pm 
Saturday 25th December Christmas Service  @   9am 
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Welcome to Worship 
 
             Advent 3 

 
        12th December 2021 

 
 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentence: Do not fear. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 
you in his love.                                                                  Zephaniah 3:16-17                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                         
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God,  
you sent your Son into a world where the  
wheat must be winnowed from the chaff 
and evil clings even to what is good: 
let the fire of your Spirit purge us of all  
corruption, so that, purified, we may wait  
eagerly for him whose coming is certain,  
whose Day draws near, your Son,  
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
________________________________________________________  

Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Ivan; Peggy; Barry; 
John; Joan; Heather; Yvonne; Ray; Natalie; Andrew; Don; 
Layla-Grace; Jeanne; Kai; Dell; George & Maureen; Sue & 
Lisa; Eve; Cameron; John; Steve; Mike   

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
A Song of Isaiah 
Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 
 

Next Week: 
Micah 5:2-5a 

The Song of Mary  
Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

 Happy birthday to Pamela Henning  
 celebrating today  
   
  
  



 
      
Advent 3 – Luke 3:7-18 

“Whoever has two cloaks should give to the one who has none … Stop 
collecting more than what is prescribed … Do not practice extortion, do not 
falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
                                                                               
Today’s Gospel passage is unique to Luke’s Gospel: a summary of the 
themes of John’s preaching. 
 
The Baptiser is approached by two groups whose professions were 
scorned by the Pharisees: tax collectors, who usually made handsome 
profits by gouging their fellow Jews, and Jewish soldiers who belonged to 
the Roman peacekeeping force. John requires of them not a change of 
professions but a change of heart and attitude, that they perform their 
duties with honesty and integrity. John calls for selfless concern for one’s 
disadvantaged brothers and sisters. 
 
John assures his Jewish listeners that he is not the Messiah; in fact, John 
considers himself lower than the lowest slaves (only a non-Jewish slave 

could be required to loosen his master’s sandal strap and John does not 
presume to do even that). 
 
In proclaiming the Messiah’s “baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire,” John 
employs the image of a “winnowing-fan.” A winnowing-fan was a flat, 
wooden, shovel-like tool, used to toss grain into the air. The heavier grain 
fell to the ground and the chaff blew away. In the same way, John says, 
the Messiah will come to gather the “remnant” of Israel and destroy the 
Godless. 
 
Like John’s proclamation at the River Jordan, we are called to be 
witnesses of God’s love by the love we extend to others; precursors of his 
justice by our unfailing commitment to what is right and good; lamps 
reflecting the light of God’s Christ in our forgiveness, mercy, and 
compassion; harvesters of souls through our humble and dedicated 
servanthood. 
 
As John preached at the Jordan, we can only welcome the Messiah into 
our lives when we move beyond ourselves to embrace the hurt and 
brokenness, the needs and hopes of others; we can only realise the “best” 
of humanity by taking on greed and arrogance and bigotry that diminish 
our humanity.    
 
Every of act of compassion, justice and reconciliation is a sign of the 
“expectation” that “fills” every human heart for the coming of God’s 
kingdom in our time as well as in the time to come.  
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