Welcome to Worship

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Tuesday
Friendship Group meet @ 10am
COGs Group meet @ 1.30pm
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am
Thursday
Rev Josie @ church @ 10am
Saturday
Christmas Fair meeting for stallholders @ 9.30am
CHRISTMAS FAIR STALL HOLDERS MEETING – this coming Saturday at
9.30am. If you have any questions about the upcoming fair or want to offer
some input - this is the day to have them answered or contribute your ideas
for how we can improve the event. We really value your support.
THANK YOU SUNDOWNER – on Saturday 22nd October at 4.30pm. We
really value the way our community works together to help keep St John’s a
welcoming space for people to come together and explore their faith. To do
this we have people who undertake various jobs each Sunday, some who
help keep the building and grounds spick and span, others who help run
groups that meet on a weekly basis. This Sundowner is our way to say a huge
THANK YOU. If you’d like to come along, please put your name on the list in
the Hall.
CHRISTMAS FAIR – is fast approaching on 5th November. Thank you to
everyone who has started bringing in items that can go into the hampers
which will be raffled on the day. Again, thank you for bringing in items like
flour, eggs, sugar, butter etc for that can be used for baking. And finally, if you
usually make jams, preserves, pickled onions, or plant seedlings I hope all is
going well with your contributions. I’ve sure everything is going to sell like ‘hot
cakes’ on the day. And if the weather is like yesterday it will be fabulous.

Happy birthday to Jan Martin & Sue Clark
on 26th; Lynda Read on 27th; Shirley Olliver 29th
Wardens -
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Judith Smith
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PENTECOST 16
25th September 2022

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today …
Our Mission is to
• Know God personally
• Love and respect one another deeply
• Disciple and serve those around us
____________________________________________________________

Sentence: Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another,
so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective.
James 5:16
Collect of the Day
O God,
from whom light rises in darkness for those who
seek you:
grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties,
the grace to ask what you would have us do,
that is your light we may see light,
and in your narrow path may not stumble;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Today’s readings:
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Ps 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Tim 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
Next Week:
Lamentations 1:1-6
Ps 137
2 Tim 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

_________________________________________________________

Pentecost 16 – Luke 16:19-31
“Lying at the rich man's door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from
the rich man’s table.”
The rich man (sometimes known as “Dives”) is not really a bad man, but a
self-centred, complacent one. The rich man’s sin is his remaining oblivious
to the plight of Lazarus (a name which means “God’s help”) at his gate and
his blind acceptance of the poverty of so many and wealth in the hands of
so few like himself as the natural, inevitable order of things. It was not his
wealth that kept him from “Abraham's bosom,” but his untrustworthy
stewardship of what he had.
Christ calls us to open our eyes to the poor and needy at our own gates
and open our hearts to welcome them with compassion and honour.
The rich man of the Gospel and the “worthless rich” of the prophet Amos
(today’s first reading) do not understand that the many blessings we have
received from God are given for us to share – to share not out of a sense
of obligation but as a joyful opportunity to give thanks to God for his many
blessings to us.
In our busy-ness, in our need for “me time,” in our pursuit of our own wants
and expectations, we become quite adept at shutting the world out, not
seeing or hearing the Lazarus’ in our lives — and sometimes we are the
isolated Lazarus in need of love and support and understanding.
Amassing large estates and building up profitable stock portfolios are not
the stuff that true legacies are made of. We will be remembered not for
what we possess but for what we give; our lasting legacy will be what we
contribute to make our world a happier, healthier place. © Connections/MediaWorks
Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Ivan; Peggy; LaylaGrace; John; Lyn; Cameron; Deidre; Bev Mc; Barry; Mia;
Monica; Wayne; David

