
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday   Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday   Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
    COGs meeting @ 1.30pm 
    GFS Executive meeting @ 7pm 
Wednesday  Golf Group meet @ 6am 
    Funeral service for Joan Whiteside @ 10.30am 
    Funeral service for Ernie Shortland @ 3pm 
Thursday   Rev Josie @ church @ 10am 
    Parish Council Christmas Dinner @ 6pm 
   

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS – is tonight at 7pm. Come and get into the 
Christmas spirit by hearing the old familiar readings, singing some beloved 
carols, and indulging in some fruit mince pies, shortbread, champagne, 
orange juice, tea and coffee. 

 
FUNERAL SERVICES THIS WEDNESDAY AT ST JOHN’S  
10.30am   We will celebrate the life of Joan Whiteside, the mum  
     of Diane, Linda and Maureen. 
 

3pm    We will celebrate the life of Ernie Shortland, the  
beloved husband of Irene.  

 

All are welcome to attend these services. 
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   Welcome to Worship   
 

Advent 2  
 

         4th December 2022 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.                                           Mark 1:15                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Collect of the Day 
God of all peoples, 
whose servant John came baptising 
and calling for repentance: 
help us to hear his voice of judgement, 
that we may also rejoice in his word of promise, 
and be found pure and blameless in that  
glorious Day when Christ comes to rule the 
earth as Prince of Peace; who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and for ever. Amen.   
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s readings:  

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-21 

Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 
Next Week: 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
The Song of Mary 

James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 

 Happy birthday to Val Jones on 6th; Deidre  
 Johnson on 8th; Anne Hamilton-Cowan &  
 Elisabeth Stokes on 10th    
    



 
  
Advent 2 - Matthew 3:1-12 
 
John the Baptist appeared, preaching the desert: “I am baptising you with 
water, for repentance, but the one who is coming will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.” 
 
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptiser makes his appearance this Advent 
season, preaching a baptism of repentance and conversion of life. 
 
Matthew’s details about John’s appearance are intended to recall the 
austere dress of the great prophet Elijah (2 Kings 1: 8). The Jews believed 
that Elijah would return from heaven to announce the long-awaited 
restoration of Israel as God’s kingdom. For Matthew, this expectation is 
fulfilled in John the Baptiser. Through the figure of the Baptiser, the 
evangelist makes the “Old” Testament touch the “New.” 
 
Matthew reports that John strikes a responsive chord in the people who 
have come from throughout the region to hear him at the Jordan River. He 
has strong words for the Pharisees and Sadducees who step up for his 
baptism but have no intention of embracing the spirit of conversion and 
renewal to make their own lives ready for the Messiah who comes. 

In proclaiming the Messiah’s “baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire,” John 
employs the image of a “winnowing-fan.” A “winnowing-fan” was a flat, 
wooden, shovel-like tool, used to toss grain into the air. The heavier grain 
fell to the ground and chaff was blown away. In the same way, John says, 
the Messiah will come to gather the “remnant” of Israel and destroy the 
Godless. 
 
In our own baptisms, we take on the role of prophet of Christ: to “proclaim” 
in our ministries, in our compassion and our kindness, in our commitment 
to what is right that Jesus the Messiah has come. 
 
John’s message calls us to “live” our baptisms every day of our lives, 
growing in the “knowledge of the Lord” (Isaiah 11: 9) and living as “wheat” 
rather than lifeless straw (Matthew 3: 12). 
 
Advent is the season for realising Isaiah’s vision of the “peaceable” 
kingdom: for seeking common ground, for recognising the humanity we all 
share and building upon our common interests, values and dreams.  
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CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 
 
Sunday 4th Dec  Nine Lessons & Carols @ 7pm 
 
Sunday 18th Dec  Blue Christmas Service @ 5.30pm 
 
Saturday 24th Dec  Nativity Play @ 5pm 
      Midnight Mass @ 11pm 
 
Sunday 25th Dec  Family Service @ 9am 
 

 

Please pray for: Paul; Frances; Isla; Ivan; Peggy; Layla-
Grace (doing well); John; Lyn; Cameron; Deidre; Bev Mc; 
Barry; Monica; David; Laura; Irene; Diane, Linda 

 

 

 


