
Dates for the Diary 
Monday   Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday  Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
    GFS Executive meeting @ 7pm 
Wednesday  Golf Group meet @ 6am 
Thursday   Woodlake Service @ 11am 
Sunday    Nativity Play rehearsal @ 1.30pm 
    Blue Christmas Service @ 5.30pm 
 
NATIVITY PLAY – will be held on Christmas Eve at 5pm and usually runs 
½ hour. The rehearsal is this Sunday at 1.30pm. We’re looking for children 
who would like to participate. We especially need a boy about 8 years to 
be Joseph. We have all the costumes. If you can help please speak to 
Denise or Jennifer ph 0407 371 204 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – on Sunday at 5.30pm. Christmas is not 
always an easy time for everyone. It may be a time when the absence of 
loved ones through death, divorce, or relationship break-up is particularly 
painful; or a situation you’re going through – loss of job, loss of health may 
be very difficult. This is a service which recognises this. If someone you 
know feels like this please invite them to this service and maybe attend 
with them as a sign of understanding and support. 
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   Welcome to Worship   
 

Advent 3  
 

11th December 2022 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is 
your God.’                                                                                      Isaiah 35:3-4                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Collect of the Day 
Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love 
on our journey to meet the One who is coming: 
strengthen our weak hands, 
make firm our feeble knees, 
and open blind eyes to the dawning of your  
kingdom, so that our hearts may rejoice 
as we behold the majesty of our God. 
We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the  
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.   
 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s readings:  

Isaiah 35:1-10 
The Song of Mary 

James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 
Next Week: 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 Happy birthday to Pamela Henning on 12th  
    



 
 

 Third Sunday of Advent 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” 
 
The picture of John the Baptiser in today’s Gospel is quite different from 
last Sunday’s thundering, charismatic figure preaching to the crowds along 
the Jordan.  John has been imprisoned by Herod for publicly denouncing 
the king's incestuous marriage to Herodias.  Left to waste away in prison, 
John knew that his end was near.  John had staked his life on proclaiming 
the coming of the Messiah, and his witness will soon cost him his life.  Like 
any human being, John had to wonder if he had been deluding 
himself.  John and the people of Judaism had been expecting a much 
different kind of Messiah than the gentle, humble Worker of wonders from 
Nazareth.  And so, John sends friends to ask Jesus if he is, in fact, the 
long-awaited Messiah. 
 
Jesus sends the messengers back to John to report all they have seen 
Jesus do, fulfilling the prophecies of Isaiah and the prophets of old.  While 
praising John for his faithful witness to the Messiah, Jesus tells his 

followers that great things will come to all who become prophets of the 
reign of God. 
Advent/Christmas is the season of hope:  The birth of Christ restores our 
dreams for “blossoming deserts” (Reading 1) and new harvests, for 
renewed relationships with God and with one another. 
 
The Christ of Christmas comes to heal the divisions among families and 
friends, to re-create our world in the mercy and justice of the Messiah, to 
renew our lives in the joy and hope of the God of unimaginably endless 
love. 
 
John's question, Are you the Messiah? confronts us with the apparent 
silence of God in our secular, amoral society.  We must come to recognize 
the Messiah in the humble, merciful, liberating person of Jesus, the healer 
and reconciler. 
 
The question Jesus pose – What did you go out to the desert to see? – 
challenges us to take on the hard and never-ending Advent work of 
conversion and re-creation, of rediscovering what we want are lives to be 
for and about.                                                                       © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 

 
Sunday 18th Dec  Blue Christmas Service @ 5.30pm 
 
Saturday 24th Dec  Nativity Play @ 5pm 
      Midnight Mass @ 11pm 
 
Sunday 25th Dec  Family Service @ 9am 
 

 

 

 

Please pray for: Paul; Lyn; Monica; Jill; Cameron; Deidre; 
Bev Mc; David; Laura; Fran 
 

 

 

 


