
Dates for the Diary 
Monday   Labour Day Long Weekend 
Tuesday   Friendship Group @ 10am  
Wednesday  Golf group @ 6am 
    GFS Women’s Group @ 7pm 
Thursday   Lenten Study No 3 @ 10am  
Saturday   How to Declutter Talk @ 10am 

 
GFS WOMEN’S GROUP meets this Wednesday at 7pm at Swan View 
Uniting Church, Gladstone Ave, Swan View. Come along to hear Shirley 
May Hardy talk about her life. Shirley lives in northern England and was 
widowed when her youngest daughter was 8 years old. Among other 
activities she has undertaken in her life, she fulfilled a long-term call to go 
to Australia in 2001 to support Aboriginal people. Since then, she has 
travelled here 60 times, as well as making trips to 11 other countries.      
 
RETIRING OFFERING – a couple of weeks ago Neil Starkie came to give 
us a talk on all that St Barts does for the community. Many of you wanted 
to give a donation for the work that they do. So, for the next two weeks we 
will be having a retiring offering for St Barts. If you’d like to contribute 
please put your offering in the bowl on the box at the door into the worship 
space.  
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   Welcome to Worship   
 

Lent 2  
 

5th March 2023 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Sentence: God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.         
                                                                                                           John 3:16                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
Collect of the Day 
God of mercy,  
you are full of tenderness and compassion, 
slow to anger, rich in mercy, 
and always ready to forgive: 
grant us grace to renounce all evil and to cling  
to Christ, 
that in every way we may prove to be your  
loving children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s readings:  

Gen 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 

 
Next Week: 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 

Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 

 

 Happy birthday to Jeff Edwick & Kate  
 Bradley on 11th  
    



               
Lent 2 - Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus: “God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 
 
The Pharisee and teacher Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the middle of the night 
(in John’s Gospel, night/darkness symbolizes the lack of faith/light).  A man of 
learning, Nicodemus is one of the Jewish elites who were favourably disposed 
toward Jesus but were struggling to grasp the full meaning of his teachings.  For 
the writer of the Fourth Gospel, Nicodemus represents exactly the kind of timid 

disciple the evangelist seeks to persuade to come forward and openly profess 
his/her faith in Jesus as the Christ. 
 
In their exchange, Jesus explains that the kingdom of God he proclaims 
transcends time and place, that God’s reign is a state of being: to enter the realm 
of God demands an interior transformation in the Spirit.  Invocating the image of 
Moses’ staff of a bronze serpent raised to save the Israelites from the bite of 
poisonous snakes (Numbers 21:9), Jesus foretells his own crucifixion, when he 
will be “lifted up” for the glory of God and the salvation of humankind.  And, in one 
of the most famous verses in John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of a God who is 
motivated by love so great that the Father has given the world his own Son not 
to condemn but to save. 
 
Despite our own life’s experience, wealth and status, we are incomplete and lost 
until we are “reborn in water and the Spirit”: to be immersed in the Gospel 
principles of justice and reconciliation, to be transformed in God's spirit of humility 
and compassion. 
 
To be “born in the Spirit” is to see things with the eyes of God, to honour what 
God honours, to love as God loves us.  The kingdom of God that Jesus speaks 
of in the Gospel transcends boundaries and labels, stereotypes and traditions, 
the colour of flags and the colour of skin.  In God’s eyes, we are all his children; 
in God's heart, we are all brothers and sisters to one another. 
 
While we tend to see God as the great cosmic Ruler, a mysterious Being totally 
detached from us and removed from the human experience, Jesus reveals God 
as a loving Father who created us and our world out of love and seeks to restore 
his beloved creation through an even greater act of love: God’s becoming human 
himself in order that his beloved humanity might realize God’s dream of becoming 
holy and sacred.                                                                    © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

Dear Heavenly Father,  
thank you for the opportunity to serve you and others who are in the most 
vulnerable positions. Despite the realities surrounding us being bitter, help us to 
continue working towards our eternal benefits. Continue to lead and guide us for 
the expansion of your kingdom. Help us to bring comfort and hope and show your 
everlasting love to those defeated in spirit. Thank you because we believe you 
hear us when we ask you. Amen. Enelesi Chipandwe, Reformed Open Community Schools, 
Zambia 

Please pray for: Paul; Monica; Isla; Peggy; Cameron; 
Deidre; Bev Mc; David; Andrew; Dave; Kate & Helen; 
Scott; Meredith; Greg; Mike 

 

 

 


