
Dates for the Diary 
Monday   Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday   Friendship Group meet @ 10am  
Wednesday  Golf Group meet @ 6.15am 
Thursday   Lenten Study Group meet @ 10am 
    Make Palm Crosses @ 11.15am 
Fri 14th April  Cheese and Wine Evening @ 4.30pm 
 
MAKE PALM CROSSES – on Thursday at 11.15am. All are invited to 
come along and make the palm crosses we hand out on Passion/Palm 
Sunday. You don’t have to be an expert; beginners are very welcome, or 
anybody in-between. Just bring along an old pair of scissors for trimming 
the palm strips. We’ll provide the rest – the palms, tea and coffee, and how 
to do it demonstration. It’s always a fun morning.   
 
FLOWERS FOR EASTER – every Easter we have a wonderful display of 
flowers after the Lenten bareness in the worship space. If you’d like to 
make a donation towards the flowers, please see either Bobbie, Irene or 
the Reverend Josie. 
 
CHEESE AND WINE EVENING – is happening on Friday 14th April at 
4.30pm. This is always a wonderful event to get together and have a chat 
with someone who you may not have had the opportunity to do so before. 
Please bring along a bottle of wine that you’d like to drink. And some 
cheeses, and nibbles to share with everyone who comes. There will be tea 
and coffee and soft drinks available as well. This year there will be a 
fundraising raffle of a tray of meat, to the value of $145. As well as a ‘Close 
to the Bottle’ game, where you can win either a bottle of Gin, a bottle of 
Kahlua or a bottle of Wild Africa. So, bring along some gold coins to toss. 
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   Welcome to Worship   
 

Lent 5 
 

           26th March 2023 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sentence: ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever 
lives and believes in me shall never die.’                               John 11:25-26                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
Collect of the Day 
Life-giving God, 
your Son came into the world 
to free us all from sin and death: 
breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, 
that we may be raised to new life in Christ, 
and serve you in holiness and righteousness  
all our days; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
   
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s readings:  

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

 
Next Week: 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-18 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 
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Lent 5 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, tied hand and food with burial bands, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
“Untie him and let him go.” 
 
As was the case in John’s account of the healing of the man born blind 
(last Sunday’s Gospel), the raising of Lazarus is more than just a sign of 
Jesus’ love and compassion.  Each of the seven miracles that John 
includes in his Gospel (“the Book of Signs,” as this section of John’s 
Gospel is titled) is dramatized by the evangelist to underscore some 
dimension of the redemptive nature of Jesus’ work.  Today’s Gospel, the 
climactic sign in John’s Gospel, is presented in five distinct, self-contained 
scenes: Jesus receiving the news of Lazarus’ death, the disciples’ 
protesting Jesus’ return to Judea, Martha’s pleading with Jesus, Jesus’ 
emotional arrival at the tomb, and the miraculous raising of Lazarus. 
 
The raising of Lazarus is clearly intended by John to demonstrate Jesus’ 
power over life and death.  The raising of Lazarus plays like a rehearsal 
for the events next week’s liturgies will celebrate. 

As Jesus called out to Lazarus to be untied from the wrappings of the dead 
and to be free to live once again, so we are called to be free from those 
things that keep us too busy from loving and being loved. 
 
Resurrection is an attitude, a perspective that finds hope in the hardest 
times and uncovers life among the ruined, that reveals light in the darkest 
night.  To each one of us belongs Jesus’ work of resurrection at Lazarus’s 
tomb: to help others free themselves from their tombs of dark 
hopelessness and the fear and sadness that bind them.   
                                                                                               © Connections/MediaWorks 
 

 
 

ONE WEEK TO GO UNTIL HOLY WEEK 
Sunday 2nd April -  Passion/Palm Sunday at 7.30am and 9am   
Thursday 6th April - Maundy Thursday at 7pm 
Friday 7th April -  Good Friday at 9am 
Sunday 9th April - Easter Day at 7.30am and 9am 

 

 

 
 

 

Please pray for:  Paul;  Monica; Isla; Peggy; Cameron; 
Deidre; Bev; David; Andrew; Dave; Kate & Helen; 
Meredith; Greg; Mike 

 

 

 

 Happy birthday to Manuela Laws on 30th;  
 Jean Jones on 31st  
    


